LS
ng Medetomidine Drug Supply Alert

First Responders

Medetomidine (MEH-deh-TOH-mih-deen)

Medetomidine is a sedative that is being
mixed with fentanyl. It was first found in the
Philadelphia area in April 2024. Since
summer 2024, it has also been found in
Massachusetts. By June 2025, medetomidine
showed up in drug samples from every county
in the state. Central and Western
Massachusetts have the highest levels of it in
tested drugs.

Like with xylazine and with fentanyl, touching
drugs with medetomidine in them or touching
people who use medetomidine will not result in
any of these sedating effects. Adhere to

department protocols and universal safety
precautions (wear gloves, wash with soap &
water) when handling substances.

Community Safety Resources *

Harm Reduction Organizations: Refer
people to local harm reduction programs that
offer drug checking services. Test strips and
other devices that detect medetomidine are
available there. See info.streetcheck.org/madds
for locations. For a listing of all programs
visitfmass.gov/info-details/harm-reduction-progr
am-locator].

SafeSpot Hotline: Refer people to SafeSpot,
a peer-run anonymous hotline for when people
are using alone. SafeSpot connects to 911 if
problems arise. Call (800) 972-0590 or visit
safe-spot.me

Encourage Carrying Naloxone: Free
naloxone is available at YouCan [youcan.info].
Visit www.mass.gov/naloxone

Prepare and stay safe. Check local drug supply trends at www.streetcheck.org.
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