
Recently, there has been a substantial increase of Tinuvin (BTMPS) being found in samples submitted for 

community-based drug checking in Massachusetts. Tinuvin is a chemical additive used to protect plastics in 

medical and food industries. Tinuvin is a calcium channel blocker which is a type of medicine that relaxes 

the heart and blood vessels, resulting in lower blood pressure. It is not an opioid but Tinuvin is commonly ap­

pearing in opioid samples, especially fentanyl. Sometimes it is the most abundant active part of the sample, 

other times it is seen in combination with nitazenes, xylazine, parafluorofentanyl, acetaminophen and lido­

caine. From September 1 to October 25, 2024 MADDS tested 79 samples found to contain Tinuvin. 

Tinuvin (BTMPS) in Massachusetts by Lab Testing based on County of Drug Sample Origin 

Brattleboro 

Gardner 

Worcester 

Hartford 

Windham 

Waterbury 
Norwich 

Danbury 
New London 

New Haven 

TS 

Brockton 

Providence 

Fall River 

5 A 

New 
Bedford 

Plymouth 

Falmouth 

Cape Cad 

Bay 

Nantucket 

Sound 

The map shown is based on StreetCheck 

data from September 1, 2024 to October 25, 

2024. 

Instability in the drug supply can contribute to 

overdose risk. Use with others when possible, 

be mindful of your tolerance, use drug check­

ing services and carry naloxone (Narcan). 

If using alone consider calling Safe Spot: 

1-800-972-0590, someone will stay on the

phone with you while you are using drugs and

can call for help in the event of an overdose

MADDS data on use experience are limited, but people using drugs containing Tinuvin have reported a fishy 

or "shrimp ramen" smell, drugs feeling weak, drugs feeling weird or notably off, burning while injecting, a 

chemical smell when smoked, and nausea and vomiting. At this time, no samples submitted to MADDS con­

taining Tinuvin have been linked to adverse health or overdose events. 

Other possible effects and symptoms of Tinuvin use noted in other areas of the country include: 

• Breathing issues: coughing, coughing up blood, shortness of breath

• Stomach issues: nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal cramps

• Skin and eye issues: vision issues, skin corrosion/damage, pain

• Nervous system issues: headache, dizziness, fatigue, muscle twitching, seizures

• Other signs: ear ringing, increased salivation, fluid in lungs

If you experience any of these symptoms and are concerned, contact Poison Control (24/7) at 

1-800-222-1222 or seek medical attention.

QUICK TIP: Though Tinuvin is not an opioid, it is being found in opioids so giving naloxone (Narcan) in the 

event of an overdose is recommended. Provide rescue breathing, make sure the chest is rising and falling. 

Wait at least 3 minutes before redosing with naloxone if needed. Always call 911 whenever possible. 
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